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00-97 April17, 2000 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
BOT APPROVES HONORARY DEGREE, TENURE RECOMMENDATIONS 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University's Board of Trustees today approved a 
request to award an honorary Doctorate of Public Service degree to Robert G. 
Knollenberg at the Fall 2000 commencement ceremony. 
During the board's regular meeting, Eastern President Carol Surles noted that 
Knollenberg has had a distinguished career as a scientist, educator, businessman and 
philanthropist. 
He currently serves as president, CEO and chairman of the board at Research 
Electro-Optics, Inc., in Boulder, Colo. He also founded the Boulder-based Sensor 
Technology Development Fund, which invests in early phase start-ups with emphasis 
on electro-optics technologies, and Particle Measuring Systems, Inc., where he 
developed a variety of particle-sizing techniques with applications to scientific 
disciplines ranging from space flight to environmental science. 
-more-
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Born in rural Coles County, Knollenberg received a bachelor's degree in chemistry from 
Eastern in 1961 and also holds a master's degree in meteorology and a doctorate in 
cloud physics, both from the University of Wisconsin at Madison. He taught at the 
University of Chicago and Colorado State University before going into business for 
himself. 
He is the recipient of Eastern's 1997 Distinguished Alumnus Award and is a 
member of the EIU Foundation. He established the Knollenberg Fund in 1997 to 
provide support for graduate students in chemistry at Eastern. His other honors include 
the NASA Medal for Exceptional Scientific Achievement as the principal investigator on 
the 1978 Pioneer Venus Particle-Size Spectrometer Experiment -- the only 
particle-sizing device that has flown to another planet. 
Knollenberg has more than 60 publications in national and international journals as 
well as numerous patents relating to particle sizing. 
The board also approved tenure recommendations for 30 faculty members, 
effective with the 2000-01 academic year. 
They include Terry Barnhart, history; Randall Beebe, English; William R. Benedict, 
sociology/anthropology; Ronan Bernas, psychology; Jonathan Blitz, chemistry; 
Rosemary Buck, English; Lynn Calvert, communication disorders and sciences; David 
Carwell, political science; Karen Eisenhour, theatre arts; Robert Fischer, biological 
sciences; Gary Fritz, biological sciences; Mary Greenlaw, student teaching; Christy 
Hooser, special education; Joy Kammerling, history; Douglas Klarup, chemistry; Jeffrey 
-more-
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Laursen, biological sciences; Young Soak Lee, philosophy; Gloria Leitschuh, 
counseling and student development; Thomas Nelson, biological sciences; Henry 
Owen, biological sciences; Patricia Poulter, music; Loretta Prater, family and consumer 
sciences; Steven Scher, psychology; Richard Seitz, library services; Marlene Slough, 
library services; Betty Smith, geology/geography; Nackil Sung, library services; Jerie 
Weasmer, English; Jean Wolski, theatre arts; and Wei Rose Zhang, secondary 
education and foundations. 
In other business, the board approved a request to name Lumpkin Hall Room 
021 for the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity. Eastern alumni Bill Dabbs, James P. Evans, 
Jeffrey G. Scott and Charles W. Witters (class of 1968) contributed $25,000 to sponsor 
the room. 
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